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Dear

l'am writing to provide you information on the potential health effects of high levels of
radionuclide contaminants detected in the drinking water for the community of Garcia Hills, Texas. The
drinxing waler sources tor the community are two private drinking water welis, which feed inw u
giound storage tank.

Water samples taken by Uranium Resources, Inc., since 1996, from the storage tank have
shown urantum from five to eight times above EPA’s current uranium standard (30 micrograms per
fiter) for regulated public drinking water systems. Gross alpha radiation was detected at five to eight
times above EPA’s standard (15 picocuries per liter). Although the EPA does not regulate private
drinking water wells, we want to inform the community members of the potential health effects from
exposure to uranium in their drinking water, and suggest they seek an alternate source.

Pve enclosed copics of a leaflet my staff developed to provide Garcia Hills residents with
information on uranium health effects. Please distribute the leaflet to other members of your community.
The greatest health risk from consuming high levels of uranium in drinking watet is kidiey damage. In
addition to being weakly radioactive, uranium is a toxic metal that affects kidneys.

The high levels of alpha radiation detected are also a concern. Some people who drink water
containing alpha radiation in excess of EPA’s standard over many years may have an increased risk of
etting cancer. Garcia Hills residents who use the two private wells mentioned above for drinking
water need o be aware of this health risk nnd consult their family dector,

We recommend that Gareia Hills residents not use these two wells for drinking water. To
obtain an aiternate source of drinking water, we suggest the community investigate connecting to a local
public drinking water system. The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) may be able
to help the community assess this as an option. Formore information, please contact Margot Taunton
(512-239-6403), TCEQ Program Specialist.

internst Address {URL) = hpiwww epa.gov
Raecycled/Recyclable » Printed with Vegetable O Basad inks on Recycled Paper (Minlmum 26% Posteonsumer)



I hope this information will help inform residents on the health risk from the ur
these two private drinking water wells. If you or residents of Garcia Hills have
call Jose E. Torres of my staff at (800) 887-6063, ext. 8092, Ti s is a free cail.

anium detected in
any questions, please

Sincerely yours,

Shoey e

Larry . Wright, Chief
Source Water Protection Branch
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cas Margot Taunton
TCEQ



